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CHARACTER SKETCH OF JESUS 


BRETHREN, SISTERS AND Pasion — 
The consciousness of * own feeble- 
ness in the jak upon a 
subject, the which far | 
in its the compre- | u 
hension of the human mind, causes 
me more than at any other time be- 
fore to rely upon the faith and sym- 
pathy v. of those whom I am address 
ing. It is not my intention to | 
of Jesus of Nazareth in regard to his | 
ion as . of mankind. 
Divinity, as fevealéd in hini, is so 
great a subject that my mind ‘cannot 
it sufficiently, but I en- 
eavor to represent nim bef 
racter as a mah, a fellow being 
ther of ours, greater, purer and 
nobler than we, but still à brother, 
‘endowed like we are with feblings 
susceptible of Joy and 
‘and sympathy ; with capacities for u. 
development; with the 
scope of his free” to or 
hiniself his course in | ; and finally, 


5 ; 


ore ‘you in | 


— a body abject to ‘the physical 
governing all mortality. I shall 

— ell, therefore, upon the pepu- 
er. incidents attending his birth, nor 

those it, but 
him befofe you when, as 4 * Be 
spent his youth in and around 
reth. If the saying is true, that 
boy is father to the man, Jesus — 
then have been as much different 
from other boys as he différed in man- 
hood from other men. That thought- 
fulness’ of the boy—first — 
within him by learning of the stra 
events at the time of his birth 4 
infancy, and manifesting itself aa 80 
much in the answers ist in 
quisstions to the Doctors 
‘when he conversed with * — 
Temple — must have driven him a 
‘from the ¢ompanionship of Youth 

or sympa 6 
ngs of hie 


ings the solitudes of 
‘the neighboring 


hills the 
’ dered, and ‘the flowers of 2 15 geld 
were to him the first voices 


— 


of ing beyond the con 


| sed Ong his d bs 
* 


* 
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fines of his native home, and the stars 
of the night brought him greetin 
from another world. No record tel 
us of his life from his twelfth to his 
thirtieth year, but the blank in his- 
tory cannot be indicative of a void in 
his development. 

When he appears again, he is a 
man, conscious of strange powers 
within him, conscious of his mission, 
conscious of the difficulties before 
him. He had learned since the days 
of his boyhood, that whatever road 
life — — to 
orth, be should have to go a a 
alone, not understood even by his 
mother, not appreciated by his peo- 
ple, without any sg but that 
which he expected to have from Him 
that sent him. For by that time he 
had not only solved the problem of 
marvelous powers within him, he had 
also solved the yet more difficult one 
in finding out the purpose for which 
they had been given. This compre- 
hension of the situation having gradu- 
ally dawned upon him, he presents 
himself before John for baptism, “that 
all righteousness might be fulfilled.” 
Fortified by that sucred ordinance, 
and the heavenly vision attending i 
he found himself on the threshold o 
the mission assigned to him from be- 
fure the world was, and on the faith- 
ful ormance of which eternities of 
worlds depended for their salvation. 
For purpose those miraculous 
pre slumbering within him had 

n bestowed. He knew that, if he 
should choose to accumulate wealth, 
that he possessed the faculty to bring 
the elements and laws of nature into 
subjection to his will, and by his 
financiering skill, riches be 
brought together, in comparison with 
— the 8 and 
Orosus wo ve ap insigni- 
ticunt; he knew, tbat if the glory of 
the world should become his chief 
aim, as an orator, he would have 
eclipsed the eloquence of a Demos. 
thenes and a Cicero; as a philosopher, 
he could have forestalled all the theo- 
ries and discoveries in science of 
later ages, and Aristotle would have 
been forgotten in the schools of the 
scientific world; if he should have 
sought the achievements of states- 
manship or the triumphs of the battle- 


| 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


field, the renowns of a Cesar would 


| have paled before the mighty deeds 


of that Nazarene. : 
‘This was one road open before him. 
There was another yet. That road he 
described himself by saying: The 
birds have nests, and the foxes have 
holes, but the Son of Man hath not 
where to lay his head.” He knew 
that on that road he should have to 
travel alone; amidst persecution, pov- 
erty, derision, and ingratitude; not 


comprehended, and finally seeing at 
the farther end, rising before him, the 
dark spectre of the cross, There he 


stood, as it were, on the forks of the 
road; on the one side the world beck- 
oning to come and use his powers for 
his own benefit, while the other his 
beaven-appointed mission bade him 
to go. he question arose within 
him, could he trust himself, or might 
he falter when once commenced An 
engineer, on taking charge of an en- 
gine, upon the trustworthiness of 
which the lives of hundreds of = 
depends, puts it to a severe test before 
using it, thus Christ did with himself. 
Whatever the x tances of his 
temptations were, for our purpose it 
is sufficient to know that it was a 
test to which Jesus put himself du- 
ring those forty days, and he came 
out of it with the conviction of his 
own integrity before God. Hence- 
forth, as the records show, he used 
his marvelous puwers in not one 
single instarce for his own nal 
benefit, but only for the good of bis 
fellow-maa, and for the glory of his 
Father. 

I shall not allude to his miracles in 
detail, nor to his parables, teachin 
and sermons, but continue my sketc 
of his character by pointing out a few 
incidents illustrative of the steadfast- 
ness to his chosen course, The se- 
lection of his apostles demonstrates 
not only his penetrating judgment of 
human nature, but also the light of 
divine revelation upon 
especially in the case of the calling o 
Nathaniel. The selection of those 
illiterate men for the WN has 
been a mystery to the learned Chris- 
tian divines, who should prefer to see 
men in that position distinguished by 
learning, oratory and worldly influ- 
ence, Christ chose only such as were 
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to follow his example, and the | and the Jews as the ruling nation, he 


— 

example of all of them but one could 
be followed by his disciples ever after. 
Like himself, however, they had been 
chosen for that work before the world 


Three years and a half, about, he 
labored and trained his disciples for 
the ministry of the Gospel, when, after 
the transfiguration he, for the first 
time, tells them of the suffering and 
death awaiting him at Jerusalem. It 
appears that besides other important 
transactions between Christ, Moses 
and Elias, upon that mountain, « pro- 
gramme with all the details of terrible 
grandeur of the sacrificeto be wrought, 
had been decided upon; a point which 
Christ endeavored to impress upon 
the minds of his disciples from that 
time forth, in order to strengthen 
their faith when they should have to 
pass under the dark shadow of the 
coming cloud. Hence he sends two 
of them into the city to go into a 
certain street where they should find 
a colt tied at the gate, with all the 
verbal details of the ensuing conver- 
sation, and a few days later, to repeat 
the lesson, sends them again on a 
similar errand tu meet a man with a 
pitcher in his hand, in whose home 
they should prepare the feast of the 
Passover for him and his disciples, 
These minutiz would be insignificant 
in themselves if they were uot given 
in evidence of a well arranged pro- 
gramme which Curist is following, 
never deviating to the right ur to the 
left, never guiug faster or slower; and 
with his face firmly turned toward 
Jerusalem, he proceeds to the final 
struggle with death and hell. 

There is one character ut this junc- 
ture calling for our particular contem- 
plation, who, in his motives as well as 
in the termination of his schemes, 
forms the exact counterpart of the 
exalted career of Jesus. I refer to 
Judas Iscariot. He is generally re- 
presented as having sold his ter 


tor the sake of thirty pieces of silver. 


Judas Iscariot, however, was a traitor 
ou a higher scale. Not being able to 
perceive in the Messias anything 


greater thun the restorer of the throne. 


vf David, the liberatur of the Jews 
from thraldom, and the founder uf an 
empire with Jerusalem as metropolis 
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disapproved of the course which his 
Master had been pursuing lately in 
the face of the dangers closing in upon 
him; he wanted this business brought 
to an issue; events had to be precipi- 
tated, Jesus be crowded into a corner 
aad forced to use his marvelous pow- 
ers to extricate himself, and finish 
his triumph which he had so auspici- 
ously commenced at his celebrated 
entrance into Jerusalem amidst the 
hosanna shouts of the multitude. 
Judas accepted the contemptible 
sum, the price for returning a run- 
away slave, merely as an incidental 
—— of his mercenary nature. 
is aim was that of a politician, to 
get a high place in the kingdom, by 
fair means if he could, by foul if he 
must. Hence the utter failure of his 
scheming left him nothing to live for; 
the thirty pieces of silver had not 
been his aim; he threw them down 
as worthless, went and killed himself, 
the son of perdition that he was, hav- 
ing traded away the Son of as 
1 of his own aggrandizemont. 
us, step by step, Jesus is ap- 
prouching the consummation of the 
work begun at the banks of Jordan, 
and the last scenes of the tragedy 
open in the garden of Gethsemane. 
t agouy of bloody sweat, that 
wrestling ot a pure and undefiled hu- 
man nature with the vision of the 
fearful details of the approaching sac- 
rifice; that shrinking from the con- 
templation of such a death—all that 
brings Jesus nearer to our hearts; for 
whatever trials und sufferings any of 
us may be called upon to pass thro 
we know that the Son of God sym- 
pathizes with us, he having undergone 
agonies in Gethsemane beyond 
depths of human suffering, and that 
to us the angel of comfort may be 
sent, as he came to him. This great 


struggle established his spiritual tri- 


umpb. With what majestic calmness 
he confronts the hirelings of the high 
priest; with what firmness he testifies 
befure Caiphas to the divinity of his 
mission as the Christ! He meets the 
inquisitiveness of the Grecian philo- 


‘sOphy of Pontius Pilate with the 


testimony of divine revelation; he 
disdains to honor the profligate Herod 
with even a word or look; he finds 


* 
4 

a a 


Mrs. Rowan 
25th. Before the opening of the meet- 
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words of sympathy for the women of 
Jerusalem on his way to Golgotha; 
he gives hope and comfort to a dying 
sinner on the cross; and he remem- 
bers in love and affection his mother 


‘and beloved disciple in the hour of 


death. There was no despair in the 
misunderstood words: Eli, Eli, lama 
sabachthani,” but with what feelings 
‘of relief, joy and gratitude he must 
have exclaimed: “It is finished.”— 
The Contributor. 


THE MORMONS IN PORTADOWN. 
— 


MR. John Eccles attended the service | 


conducted by the Mormon Elders in 
s on Monday night, Dec. 


ing he referred to a report which 
. in the last issue of the 

ortadown and Lurgan News which 
stated that the police had to be 


called in to preserve order. He 


was sure that what he had read was a 
fact or else it would not have 
been reported in the columns of the 
local paper. Although he differed with 
the doctrine advocated by them he 
held that it was perfectly unfair for an 

person to disturb their meeting. If 
they paid for that room they had 
power to use the necessary force to 


exclude any person who disturbed 


their meeting. That was the law of 
this country. He held that if any 
rson went into the Roman Catholic 
urch and created disturbance that 
they would soon find themselves in 
the police barrack, but no Protestant 


-who knew anything of the — 
go 


of civil and religious liberty woul 
into a Roman Catholic Church and 
create disturbance. It was illegal for 
any person to interrupt a service in 
church, and he hoped that for the 
e of freedom and all that the Pro- 
testants of the North of Ireland held 


dear—civil and religious liberty that 


they would not attempt to put any man 
out of a room that he was paying for. 
He had read their articles as published 
in the local journal, and noticed that 
none of them referred to the subject 


of polygamy. 
The oll : The Church of Jesus 


Christ of Latter-day Saints believe in 
the patriarchial order of marriage, but 
it is no way compulsory. | 
Mr. Eccles : Common sense tells us 
that it is not comp without 
your statement. How could you com- 


pel a man or woman to marry against 
will! 


their 


The Mormon: That is the repo 
that has been circulated concerning 


Mr. Eccles: I never read of com- 


pulson. 


The Mormom: We are called as 
the servants of God to preach the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ to the people; 
and not polygamy, and we don't 
preach it. 

Mr. Eccles: Do you permit it ? 

The Mormon: Yes; we do. 

Mr. Eccles: Well, then, give us a 
text of Scripture in support of it? 

The Mormon : We don’t preach that 

Mr. Eccles : But you permit it, and 
I ask you to refer to a passage of 
Scripture that authorizes you to do 
so. (Hear, hear). 

The Mormon: I will if you wish to 
reason on the matter for your own 
benefit, but we have no authority to 
preach it in our religious services, for 
it would be considered treason. _ 

Mr. Eccles: Except it was for the 


| good of the public at large. 


The Mormon: I have no more to 
say on Aer We are called 
and authorized to preach repentance 
when you repent and obey the gospel— 

Mr. Eccles : Would it not be con- 
sistent as you 4 explain why you 
permit polygamy 

The Mormon: It is a law of God 
and of the apostles | 

Mr. Eccles said he had read the 
apostles and nd nothing in 

em in support of polygamy. 

The Mormon: The time for our 
meeting has now arrived. We wish 
it understood that we don’t run away 
from the principle of polygamy, but 
we don’t advocate it. There is plenty 
of Scriptural evidence in the revela- 
tion of God to substantiate it and we 
don’t wish to “ back 1 on any 
principle that God revealed 


— 
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r Joseph Smith. We have been 
called to warn you to turn from your 
wicked ways and obey the 
and then you will be able to under- 
stand the law of God and understand 
this principle about which you are 80 
troubled. We are here to preach the 
first principles of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and to call the people to 
repentance, and when they come to 
him with a broken heart and 
contrite spirit they will be able to 
understand His laws. All we want is 
a fair hearing and the privilege which 
the laws of our country promise us. 
If we trangress the law in any wa 
we are quite willing to be dealt wi 
in accordance with the law, but we 
don’t wish to be deprived of our i 
until we transgress the law. The 
Latter-day Saints are law-abidin 
people in any nation or empire an 
we wish to be law-abiding in Porta- 


down, and when we prove to be other- 


wise then it will be time for you to 
turn us out of town. But even if we 
transgress the law we propose that 
the officers of the law should handle 
us and not every Tom, ie, and 
Harry running the streets. We are 
subject to persecution. We are preach- 
ing the same Gospel that brought 
r upon the Lord Jesus 
rist and upon His Apostles. This 
is what we expected. We have gut 
the truth and Satan knows it as well 
as we do and he is fighting us. We 
are preaching an unpopular doctrine 
and we knew the way we would 
treated. before we enlisted into the 
cause and before we accepted the call 
to come forth and preach this doctrine 
which crucified the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We knew that many had lost their 
life's blood b 8 this doctrine; 
that many of the Elders of the Church 
of Latter-day Saints had suffere 
martyrdom and that many had been 
shot down in cold blood like a dog for 
E this doctrine. Many have 
n tied up and whipped like a dog 
for preaching the truth. We wish it 
distinctly understood that all we 
want is our rights and we will oontend 
for them. If there is any driving to 
be done we want the officers of the 
law to do it, and not every little 
whiffet that runs the streets. We are 
your friends, and we are here to do 
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you good, to tell you the truth, and 
when you prove us in error then it 
will time enough to call us 
deceivers. What we have been called 
forth to preach is repentance for sin 
and baptism for the remission of sin, 
and the laying on of hands for the 
reception of the Holy Ghost. Our 
message to you is that God has spoken 
from heaven in this day and age in 
which‘you live. Do you know that 
the world is in a great Babel of con- 
fusion upon these matters. The minis- 
ters of several denominations acknow- 
ledge each other as preachers of 
religion and as men that enjoy the 
fellowship of the Holy Ghost. You 
can go into a chapel on the right and 
listen to a minister teach some part of 
doctrine, and he will advocate it as 
being the plan of salvation. Go into 
a chapel on the left and you will find 
another minister preach a different 
doctrine, and he will tell you that he 
has got the truth. Then go a little 
further and listen to a third minister 
and he/will do away with the other two 
in like manner, and say that they are 
both in error, and that he only has 
ot the truth. What are we going to 
o? Can it be acknowledged that all 
these men whose doctrines differ so 
much are teaching the truth? What 
are we going to do with the Babel of 
confusion that poor, miserable, suffer- 
has brought about? 
undred denominations 
ee with each other, 


ing humanit 
The several 
that exist will 


be | although they differ in doctrine, but 


when it comes to the Latter-day 
Saints they will all swarm to- 
gether like a hive of bees and 
persecute them. Why so? Because 
they know that the Latter-day Saints 
have got the truth. If you ask the 
ministers of the various denominations 


d | how it is that they don’t enjoy the 


2 and power of the Holy 
Ghost that was enjoyed by the Saints, 
they will tell you that they are not to 
be enjoyed to-day ; that such a thing 
as speaking in unknown tongues is 
not to be enjoyed, that the power of 
laying on of hands, and the spirit of 
prophecy is not enjoyed this gener - 
ation, and that such a tbing às the 


visitation of angels and revelation of 
God is nothing but delusion. Don’t 
the Latter-day Saints bear 1 
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that God has spoken from the heavens 
and revealed the truth, and that these 
blessings are enjoyed in their Church 
now as they were ‘anciently. These 
blessings have been enjoyed by them 
since the Church was founded by 
Joseph Smith and six members. 
Hundreds and thousands of miracles 
have been performed, in tbe name of the 
Lord they have cast out devils, in the 
Lord they have bealed the sick and 
made the blind to see. Where are 
they that dare do that to-day unless 
they had God on their side? This 
doctrine has been preached for sixty 
years, and these blessings have been 
enjoyed by hundreds and thousands 
of people and are being enjoyed to- 
day. Yet you deny us and turn us 
away without testing our doctrine and 
call us impostors. I think you have 
a greater right to call the various 
ministers of the day im rs and 
deceivers, when they claim to be 
preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and will not promise you the blessin 

and who say that these blessings wil 
not follow their labors. The blessing 
of the Lord has followed my labors, 
and I tell you that I have enjoyed 


these blessings ; that I have seen one 


man speak in unknown tongues, and 
another interpret it, and that I have 
heard men speak by the spirit of 
prophecy and predict things pertain- 
ing to God for the welfare of the 
people. 
and God has acknowledged my labors. 
While I have been here in your own 
nation I have seen men raised from 
beds of suffering. One member of 
our Church was so seriously afflicted 
in the back that he could not dress 
himself. I and my fellow-laborers 
went and anointed the afflicted 
with oil and administered unto 
im and he got up and dressed 
himself. That is only one case out of 
a number that I have witnessed. I 
have taken part in healing on many 
occasions. God has given me power 
to cure disease and rebuke evil spirits. 
(Laughter.) I am stating what I have 
seen and what I have heard. 


Mr. Eccles said the ministers of the 
various denominations condemned the 
principle of polygamy. (Hear, hear). 


The Mormon : Let me tell you one 


I have taken part in that 
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fact my friend. It is known to the 
world that the Latter-day Saints were 
persecuted just as bad before that 
principle was revealed, and that too 
by professors of religion. 

Mr. Eccles : With reference to heal- 
ing sickness you will get plenty of it 
to do in this town—( eee Cate 
my back is affected now. (Laughter). 

The Mormon : If you will repent 
and obey the Gospel then you can 
receive the blessing of the Holy 
Ghost. (Renewed laughter) : 

Mr. Eccles: What condition will 
you require to heal those suffering 
from disease! | 

The Mormon : Do you believe that 
I can heal you? 7 

Mr. Eccles: No ; indeed I do not. 
(Laughter and cheers). : 

The Mormon: Did Jesus Christ 
ever heal a person who told Him that 
He could not heal him! 

Mr. Eccles: He gave power to His 
disciples to heal, but I don’t believe 
that power has been conferred on any 
one on this earth. 1 

Mr. Allen referred to several pass- 
ages of Scripture condemning poly- 


gamy. 
The Mormon said there was nothing 
— that principle in the New 
estament, and in the Old there was 
a * deal in support of it. 

. Allen: I beg your pardon. If 
you look at the passages I have 
referred to you will see. 

The Mormon : Weare not here to— 

Mr. Allen: We have a right to 
investigate the doctrine you are 
preaching. | 

The Mormon: If you have come to 
investigate the principles we are teach- 


1 
2 Allen: We have investigated 
them, and we have come to the con- 
clusion that they are untenable and 
that they cannot be substantiated 
by Scripture. 

The Mormon: What principles have 
we taught that cannot? 7 

Mr. Allen: Polygamy is one, and I 
say you can’t prove it to be in accord- 
ance with the divine law. 

The Mormon: Have we taught it? 

Mr. Allen: You permit it. (Cheers). 

The Mormon: Have we not a right 
to be heard on the principles we 
advocate 


1 
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Mr. Allen: Certainly. 

The Mormon: If you don’t agree 
with our doctrine you should not 
come here. We have not paid you 
“oe for this room. 

Allen: With reference to the 
miracles you speak of we have no 
itive 7 that they were per- 
ormed. If they had it would have 
been made known to the 
(Hear, hear). 

The Mormon: And isn’t it published 
to the world? (Cries of “No, no.”) 
It is known in Belfast. 

Several Voices: It is not known here. 

The Mormon: That is because you 
don't read. (“ No.“) 

Mr. William Hall: According to 
your statement all the churches are 


world. 


wrong. 

The Mormon: I have given you the 
Bible for it. Either the churches are 
wrong or the Bible is wrong. 

A Voice: And the Latter-day Saints 
are right? 

The Mormon: That is what they 
are. They teach the principles that 
the Bible teaches. 

Mr. Dennison: Do you mean to say 
that unless we believe in your doctrine 
we cannot be saved ? 

The Mormon: That’s what we do. 
(Confusion). 

Mr. Dennison: And do you mean 
to tell us that all the testant 
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denomination are going down to per- 
dition and that tah them have got 
the truth but the Latter-day Saints? 
ase You say that is a 

testant community and we have a 
right to interrupt you. (Loud Cheers, 
cries of “away with them,” “run 
them out” and confusion). I have 
been pained listening to you for the 
last hour. : 

The excitement having somewhat 
subsided 
The Mormon addressing Mr. Denni- 
son) said: I will get some one to take 


care of you to-morrow, my friend. . 


The police are at our disposal, and we 
can report you to-morrow. (Cries of 
“Don’t mention their names, and 
“put them out.”) We thought that 
if we gave you a chance of asking 
questions that you would have been 

fair enough to listen for an answer. 

Voice: And so we have. 

The Mormon: I think you have 
been 2 disorderly. (“ No.“) 

Mr. Dennison: There are so many 
errors in the doctrine you preach that 
we could not listen to it at all. 
(Cheers). : 

The Mormon: If you don’t believe 
it don’t come to our services. 

After some further argument, the 
meeting broke up in confusion.— 
and News, Dec. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 
—0 


Damage computed at £20,000 was caused by fire on the 7th inst. at Sim’s lace factory, 


Nottingham. 


A terrible fatality is reported from Sierra City, California, where no less than eight 


persons have been killed by a snow slide. 


An epidemic of malignant smallpox is reported to have broken out at the fashionable 
resort of Baden, within an hour’s drive of Vienna. | 

It is now known that ten of the crew of the yacht Inva, owned by Mr. Grenfell, have 
been drowned near Cadiz after the stranding of the craft. 

It is stated that 130 families at Fowler’s Cove in the Straits of Belle Isle are starviug, 
the severe weather having rendered it impossible for them to obtain supplies. 

The influenza continues to make headway in Liverpool, but not to such an extent as 
to justify alarm. Several cases were reported in the neighborhood of Toxteth Park on 
the 7th inst. There are also cases in the Walton and Kirkdale districts. 

The Dowager Empress Augusta of Germany died on the afternoon of the 7th inst., in 
her 79th year. She was seized a few days ago with an attack of Russian influenza, but 
it was only towards the last that her malady was believed to be dangerous. 

Telegrams from Alabama state that terrific gales continue to prevail. High seas are 
running in the Gulf of Mexico, and several shipping casualties have occurred near the 
mouth of the Mississippi. Two boats are known to have been lost there with all hands, 


— 
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| TESTIMONIES OF THE TRUTH. 
Arrrr a fashion the world has been willing to receive revelation from 
Almighty God ; but the history of the past shows that it has been done at a 


time when the opportunity to profit by the heavenly communications has 


passed. There is but little trouble to get people to believe now what God 
revealed to the antediluvians concerning the deluge. As there is no salvation 
in such a belief at present Satan is willing that everybody should embrace it; 
but when there was life and salvation in it he put forth his mightisst efforts 
to prevent men from believing what God had declared; and he was wondér- 
fully successful too. 

It will not save the Jows from e nor their sacred 4 from Auro 
tion for the whole world now to believe what God revealed concerning these 
things; and, as a matter of c course, His word relative thereto is quite 47 157 
acosyited ; but when a belief in the revelations of the Almighty could have 
saved Jewish nationality, prestige, possessions, country and wealth; but few 


were found who did not reject all that God said about their loss and destruc- 


tion. Such is the record that man has generally made for himself. He builds 
the tombs, and garnishes the sepulchres of the dead servants of God, but 
rejects, or what is worse, kills the living ones. He turns to God when it is 
too late ; he mourns for his opportunities after they have passed out of his- 
for éver: 
The world cater | is traveling in the same path pursued by the world two 
thousand o or four thousand years ago. God has again spoken from the heavens 
vainting mankind with His purposes upon the earth in the läst days. 
there — and salvation in His messages and because of this, Satan and 
hig hosts are determined that no one shall believe them, if by. any possibility 
that object can be attained. After the day of grace for this generation is past, 
there will be no difficulty in believing all that God has revealed to it. At 
present His work is looked upon generally as an imposture, and those who 
are engaged in it as deceivers of the worst kind. There are many things 
However, connected with it which demonstrate the contrary in the most open 
and cdn vineing manner, and the claims which the Elders of the Church of 
Jesus Christ o Latter- day Saints are authorized to announce to the world are 
an demand the attention of every 
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To begin with it is unequivocally asserted that this work, or this Church 
has been founded by Almighty God. Now, we ask if the principles of a 
religion which makes such a bold and startling claim are not worthy of the 
most serious, candid, and prayerful investigation, upon what ground can any 
man logically justify an investigation of and adhesion to a system which 
makes no pretensions to be instituted by direct heavenly agencies? It seems 
from the course pursued by a vast majority of our fellow-men that a claim of 
divine authorship condemns a church institution, while, on the other hand 
the absence of all such professions is a saving virtue, and stamps the non- 
claimants with the seal of a heavenly origin. This same principle if carried. - 
out consistently would brand as impostors all who make professions of 
Christianity, and set up for Christians those who disclaim the name. _ 
there is a good reason for practicing any such principle let us cease at once all 
further consideration of Christ’s claims to be the Divine Son of God—the 
true Messiah—and instead thereof try to fix the Sonship upon some one who 
never made any claim to it. Not one of our readers would ever think of 
investigating our position in this country to ascertain whether or not we are 
an accredited, political representative from the U.S, government to England. 
The authorities here are content to inquire into the credentials of those who 
claim that they are authorized ministers or ambassadors. A little of this 
common sense practice might be introduced into religious matters with profit. 


But it will be replied that the assertion of a claim does not establish it. ba 
true; but if it can not be discovered where it is asserted, how can anyo 
demonstrate its existence where it is not claimed, but is, on the contrary, denied? 


When one nation sends an ambassador to another he is furnished with 
credentials that cannot be questioned. They are attested by the proper 
Officials and the seal of state is affixed, and such safeguards are thrown around 
the business that imposture is well nigh impossible. Now, shall we conclude 
that the Almighty is less careful to guard against imposture than earthly 
governments are? No, for in a manner that is perfectly satisfactory He pur - 
poses to attest to the authority of His servants and to the divinity of His 
work. Unless He does this, what claim can be made upon anyone for obedi- 

ence to His message? As this is one which affects every individual, the 
attestation must be made to every individual also. If our salvation depends, 
as it certainly does, upon doing the will of God, it is a matter of justice that 
that will be made plain enough to set at rest all doubt res- 
pecting what it is. The man who is satisfied to risk his eternal 
salvation on a doubt is simply imposing upon himself. The Savior 
in early days gave the whole world a knowledge of the manner by 
which the doctrines He was teaching could be infallibly tested. He said that 
if any man would do the Father's will he should know of the doctrine whether 
it was of God or of man. With a promise of that nature sounding in his ears 
every one who condemned Christ as an impostor justly merited the condemna- 
tion of the Almighty. Had the unbelieving been so minded they might have 
had their darkness turned to light, their ignorance to knowledge. The ancient 
promise of the Savior is again proclaimed to the people respecting the doc- 
trines taught by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The Elders 
~~ sent out by this Church announce to the whole world that whosoever will put 
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away his sins and seek God with a pure heart shall receive a convincing testi- 
mony from heaven respecting the divinity of the Gospel taught by Joseph 
Smith, the Prophet. He and all the Elders who have been associated with 
this work are accused of being impostors, while on the contrary they assert 
without any equivocation that they are sent with the authority of God, and 
that the Gospel they preach is His. Who but God can satisfactorily decide such 
a question? Does He not know which is right and which is wrong? Has He 
not said, “ask and ye shall receive, seek and ye shall find.” If that promise 
is of any account why should not men avail themselves of it. If any Chris- 
tian or Gospel believer is fearful that God will not hear his petition, why is 
„He worshipped at all? If He cannot be relied upon to answer prayer, — 
should anyone ever pray to Him? If He cannot be trusted, who caff be 
Are creeds preachers commentators, traditions and prejudices, etc. more — 
able than God? The Elders of this Church do not ask the people to confide 
in them, but in Jehovah. They do not wish anyone to take their testimony 
as conclusive, but to test it before the throne of heaven. They ask no one to 
accept their claims to divine authority in blind ignorance of their validity, 
but to lay them before Omniscience and get them approbated or disappro- 
bated there. In thus referring the people to their own God for a knowledge 
of His work in the last days where is the chance for any man to be imposed 
upon by our Elders? Are they impostors because they ask that their claims 
de tried by the Judge of all the earth ? Are their doctrines pernicious because 
they urge every man to seek the closest communion with God—because they 
teach that He hears and answers prayer ? 
In view of the course that the people are thus advised to take would it not 
be proper for our detractors and defamers to show logically and scripturally 
-that just such an appeal to God is precisely the kind that imposters and 
teachers of pernicious doctrines would make? Let them show that this plan 
| of having God sit in judgment upon the claims of the Latter-day Saints is a 
| delusion and a snare, because it is one that can not be put into practical 
i operation? Let the hypocrites and worshippers of Baal stand forth and 
openly avow the position which they practically maintain in private, that God 
would not respond to the petitions of His children for religious light and 
knowledge no matter how earnestly their prayers might be offerred up. 
Let them come out and boldly avow that prayer to God is a sham, a mock, 
a delusion, a mere hypocritical form. If any man, or set of men will point 
out a better court than God’s to which the claims of the Latter-day Saints 
may be referred for adjudication by all means let it be done. If there is any 
easier, cheaper, more practical, certain way of having the matter adjusted 
than by sincere and earnest prayer to God let it be made known. If God is 
not to be trusted, let it be so stated. If popular opinion instead of the Al- 
mighty, is to determine our theology, let the position be announced. Let us 
burn no false lights. This Church stands by the will of God, first, last, and 
all the time. It stands unfalteringly by the principle of the efficacy of 
prayer. If such be the platform occupied by our readers let them test the 
claims of this Church in the way we have already pointed out. It is an easy 
one and within reach of all. . 
(To BE CONTINUED. ] 
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ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 
| ——0—— 

In a letter dated Dec. 24, 1889, received from Elder S. R. Brough, President 
of the Irish Mission, he says: Satan and his emissaries are raging and mis- 
representing us; but our meetings are, however, quite well attended. Thou- 
sands of handbills were recently distributed throughout this neighbourhood 
(Portadown), bearing the following notice, “Mormonism in Portadown. A 
noisy meeting. The police called in. Run 'em out of town. See this week’s 

Portadown News.” This notice merely added fuel to the fire and increased 
the excitement among the people. In justice to the News I must say that ‘it 


published our articles of faith, and a fair report of the treatment we have ex- 


perienced here. In copies of the paper which I forward you, you will observe 
that it also gave circulation to a false story respecting our brethren in 
Alabama, U. S.A., which, of course, proved to be a sweet morsel for the public. 
J am pleased to state that we have not yet sustained any bodily injury, but 
violence has been threatened many times. We strive to live in such a manner 


that evil against us can be spoken falsely only, and the Lord has preserved us. 


from serious trouble. 


Last Sunday evening, Dee 22nd, our meeting was 1 on account of 


a fire in the immediate vicinity of our meeting-house, that we might extend 
our sympathy to our suffering neighbors though they were entire strangers to 
us. We purposed to meet on Monday evening, the 23rd ult., and thought the 
notice was thoroughly circulated, but it seems the peace officers were not 
aware of our purpose and consequently were not in attendance. The rowdy 
elements took advantage of their absence, and disturbed our meeting very 
‘much, and at its close too large panes of window glass were broken by some- 
one throwing a stone from the street, but no one was hurt by the missile. It 
was impossible, however, to detect the guilty party. We informed the head 
constable of what had occurred whereupon he visited our meeting-room and 
seemed very much annoyed because of the disturbance, and promised us fall 
protection in the future. We felt to take the blame ourselves for not per- 
sonally notifying him of the time to which our meeting had been postponed. 

The editor of the News has published our defense gratis, and treats us with 
gentlemanly consideration. 

The mobocrats have forbidden us 1 hold meeting on the 26th of Dec., 
as per appointment, but the officers of the law have promised us protection, 
and we purpose to do our part with wisdom.” 

He writes again under date of Dec. 31st, saying: At our meeting on the 26th 
I was considerably molested by the mobocrats but no damage was done to 
persons or property. * * Yesterday a friend informed us that meetings 
_ had been held in several public halls in Portadown and that speeches had 

been delivered against us, the people being warned against attending our 
services. We are thus well advertized and people generally seem very con- 
cerned over us, Some are desirous of hearing our testimony, and some want 
us driven from the town. More has been done by the enemy towards warn- 
ing the people in a short time than we could do in a year, and we may there- 
fore see how easy it is for God to make the wrath of man further His pur- 


poses.” 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
| —0— 


Amsterdam, Dec. 21, 1889. 
President George Teasdale. 
Dear Brother, — As the eventful 
ear 1889 is fast passing into eternity, 
Tfeel it my duty to report to you my 
labors in this land and the state of 
the mission. 


Elder Bein Hertjes, late from Zion, 


arrived here on the 28th day of Oc- 
tober last, in health and spirits, 
and after a brief visit to his relatives 
in North Holland, he immediately 
entered upon his duties with a zeal 
characteristic of a live and faithful 
missionary. 

Brother Evert Neuteboom, Jr., a 
native Elder, has devoted his entire 
energies for nearly three years past in 
the missionary field, exhibiting great 
interest for the salvation of his coun- 
trymen, and has been successful in 
bringing a few to a knowledge of the 
tru 


th. 

Elders Albert Spencer and Louis 

Simmons have made great pro- 
gress in acquiring the Dutch language, 
and are making themselves useful in 
company with the other Elders in 
distributing tracts in the city (Am- 
sterdam). 

Elder J. H. Lambert is alone, em- 
— 7 in the Branch at Groningen, 
and the Saints there speak in praise 
of his rapid improvement in speaking 


the language, and are pleased to have 


him with them. 

‘Elder A. Van Dam, from Utah, is 
also alone, earnestly disseminatin 
the glorious principles of the Gospe 
of Christ, in Deventer, Apeldoorn 
Weije, Zwolle, and the regions round 
about. 

I am happy also to inform you that 
we are in the — * of the 
best of health, for which inestimable 
blessings we ever feel grateful to our 
Father in heaven. We have distri- 
buted thousands of our tracts among 
rich and poor alike; the former, how- 
ever, seldom take the pains to read 
them, and spurn us from their doors, 
like the pious Pharisees, Sadducees 
and Scribes in the days of our Savior; 
considering themselves too righteous 
and holy even to converse with us. 
The poor receive our tracts readily, 


and we occasion et an oppor- 
tunity of 2 them the 
rinciples of eternal life. When our 
rd and Savior was here upon the 
earth, making known the great plan 
of human redemption, He said that 
the poor had the Gospel preached 
unto them. We find it the same now, 
it is to the poor that the Gospel is 
being preached. It is the poorest of 
the poor who accept the offers of life 
and salvation, which is being pro- 
claimed by the inspired servants of 
God. Many are convinced of its 
truth, and would gladly embrace it 
if they could muster moral courage. 
enough to break the chains of the 
false traditions of their fathers and of 
riestcraft with which they are bound. 
hey depend for their daily bread 
upon the rich, who give them émploy- 
ment, and the prejudice is so strong 
against us, they fear if they unite 
themselves with an ‘unpopular people 
who are everywhere spoken against, 
and if they obey the commandments 
of God, they will be turned out of 
employment, and consequently starve 
to death. The pure Gospel of Christ 
is seldom a welcome visitor among a 
proud, haughty, and wofully corrupt 
people. I must confess that my de- 
scriptive 1 are wholly inade- 
quate, and my pen too feeble to 
picture the true condition of the peo- 
ple of this country. 

Our meetings are well attended, 
our hall is crowded, and several 
strangers are present at almost every 
meeting. Among those who have re- 
ceived the Glad Tidings of Great Joy, 
and have united themselves with the 
Church, are good, bad and indifferent, 
just as it is in every place where the 
true Gospel is pete, The faithful 
Saints are kind to the Elders, and do 
allin their power for their comfort, 
sharing their scanty pittance with 
them, sometimes I ink, to the de- 
privation of their own children of 
something to eat. It is a severe 
struggle with many here to supply ‘2 
their own necessities because of : 
extreme poverty. 

I expected the Book of Mormon — 
would have been published this 


3 
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month, but I am disappoin as 
Mr. the — — me 
he cannot } 


anuary. 
y School is well attended, 
— children, deeply in- 
terested in studying the Sacred Scrip- 
tures.. The Relief Society is in good 


running order, and very well attended. 


ibly finish it before the 


| 


The brethren join me in wishing 
— and all with you at 42 a very 
appy new year. May God the Eter- 
n ather bless and prosper you in 
your arduous labors to advance the 
cause of truth, is the prayer of your 


brother and fellow-laborer in the new 


and everlasting covenant, 
‘cis A. BROWN. 


THE MORMONS IN PORTADOWN. 
—0 


THE Elders of the Mormon Church 
who are at present preaching the 


restored Gospel” in our midst are 


having a pretty lively time of it. 
The meeting conducted by them on 
Sunday night was of an exceedingly 
noisy and disorderly character. The 
audience became so excited during the 
service that it was considered advis- 
able to call in the police and presei ve 
order. The attendance was larger than 
at any-previous meeting and included 
a number of the fairsex. Mr. William 
Hunter, who entered the room when 
one of the Elders was referring to the 
subject of baptism, said that they 
should be drummed out of the town, 
a statement which was received with 
cheers by a considerable number of 
those present. Mr. Dennison requested 
Mr. Hunter to allow the service to 
proceed quietly and if any statements 
were made which was not correct he 
would have an opportunity of refuting 
themafterwards. Mr. Huntersaid they 
were not entitled to receive a hearing. 
‘They had come to Portadown, he 
added, to delude the people and 
preach Mormonism—a doctrine that 
they would not be allowed to preach 
in their own country, and he said that 
it would be a disgrace to the town to 
allow them to remain in it. Mr. 
Dennison again appealed to Mr. 
Hunter not to interrupt the gentle- 
man who was conducting the service. 
He was quoting passages of Scripture, 

and had not up to the present 
touched on the subject of Mormonism. 


* That was the first occasion on which 


he had attended their services; he 
knew nothing about their doctrine, 
and wished, to hear what they had got 
tosay. Mr. Hunter knew perfectly well 


| 


read their history and from it he 

learned that old Joe Smith and all 
his followers were a lot of fornicators 
and idolators. At this stage of the 
proceedings the excitement became so 
intense that the Mormons reminded 
those present they were subjects of 
the Queen; that they honoured, 
obeyed and maintained her law, and 
if necessary they would have her pro- 


tection. They were sent here, they 


said, to preach the Gospel to the 
people, and they would leave the town 
when they were ordered to do so by 
the same authority, but not till then. 
They preached nothing but what they 
could substantiate by the Scriptures 
—nothing but what they could give 
chapter and verse for, Mr. Hunter 
challenged them to point out a portion 
of Scripture which sanctioned: Mor- 
monism, and one of the audience 
asked how many wives Joe Smith 
had. “As many as kept him from 
interfering with other men’s wives 
and daughters” was the response. 


Order having been somewhat restored 


the Mormons proceeded with the sub- 
em of baptish and of “laying on of 

ands,” and were again interrupted 
by Mr. Hunter who said the water 
was good for nothing but to wash 
away dirt—and that nothing but 
1 the blood of Jesus can cleanse from 
sin. 
they believed that baptism was essen 
tial to salvation, and they replied that 
they did. uppose then,” said 
Mr. Dennison, “that I. was ‘born 
on the Himalay Mountains and had 


no opportunity of being baptized do 


you believe that I would be shut gre 
of heaven if converted?” “Id * 


the doctrine they preached. He had 


Mr. Dennison then asked if 


| 
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answered the Mormon. “Then” | listen to it.” So saying he retired and 
answered Mr. Denuison, you're doc- | was followed by the audience.— Porta - 
trine is erroneous, and I would not | down and Lurgan News, Dec. 21th. 


UTAH NEWS. 
— — 
(Summarized from Territortal Papers. ) 


The work of building up in Payson continues unabated. 
The City Council of Salt Lake has let the contract for the city creek tunnel 
to L. W. Davis. oe 

Ten new policemen were added to the force in Salt Lake recently.—[ There 
is quite a large proportion of Gentiles there now.—Eb.] | 

The second ward new school-house at Logan is going to be an elegant little 
structure, and is being rushed to completion. 

Quite a number of children are sick in Beaver. The ranks of the schools 
have been considerably depleted. sa 
Complaints against city registrars, of Salt Lake City, have been filed with 
the Utah Commission in behalf of the People’s party central committee. 

Twenty-five buffaloes, en route for Salt Lake City, came into Ogden on the 
Union Pacific from the east on the 12th ult, They occupied two cars. 

Work on the Rio Grande Western broad guaging has been progressing, 
although there were eight inches of snow where the work is being done. 

The heavy rains in parts of Utah during the first two weeks of December 
are glorious forerunners, promising full streams and fine crops next year. 

A number of fine private residences are being erected in the north-western 
part of Salt Lake City. 

William B. Hardy, of Mountain Dell, Parley’s Canyon, states that the snow 
in the timber is fully four feet deep and unusually heavy. He says the prospect 
for water next season is all that could be desired. 

About four miles west of Nephi is a red ocher (paint) mine, which is being 
devoloped and promises to be very rich. The capacity of the gypsum works 
at Nephi is to be increased until ten cars per day can be shipped. j 

The crops in the neighborhood of Nephi were very short. There was very 
little fruits, very few potatoes, and not half enough wheat for home consump- 
tion. There have been storms in the mountains near Nephi, and much snow 
has fallen, which gives the farmers good prospects for next spring. 

Uintah County, Utah, abounds in a variety of minerals. Thousands of 
tons of gilsonite (asphaltum) have been shipped from the mines located near 
Fort Duchesne during the past season, and large, rich deposits of lead, silver 
and copper bearing ores are being developed in various parts of the county. 

A physician stated that nearly all cases of diphtheria occurred in Ogden 
in families living below the bench and generally in those families where well 
water is used instead of the city water from the mountains. In the family of 
Dr. Coutts, where three children have recently died, well water, which was 
unfit for use, was used. 
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D. H. Wells, Liberal (3). was recently admitted to citizenship, but the 
application of Alexander Kershaw was refused on the ground that he was a 
member of the Mormon Church. [Such means of grace” ought to bring 
the “ Mormons” to the “anxious seat” or “ mourners bench” to be prayed 
for by Uncle Sam, the evangelist of religion and apostle of freedom.—Ep.] 


The real estate market in Salt Lake City, during the week ending Dec. 14th, 
has shown greater activity than any previous week in the history of the terri- 
tory. The complete record of the deeds filed with the county recorder, as 
published in the Herald during the past week, shows that the number of 
sales reached 296 for the last six days, netting $1,016,818.65. The list of. 


transfers of the 14th, is the largest for any one day, the number being 71 and 


the amount $247,761.55. 

The lake north of Brigham has raised rapidly. It has spread out over 
pasture land which has not been inundated before for years. The continuous 
rains of the first two weeks of December are the cause of this unusual “ gather- 
ing of waters.” The north lake is Brigham’s great skating resort, being 
several miles in width and evenly bisected by the railroad track. In the 
winter this lake presents one vast track of clear, smooth, transparent ice, the 
delight of the skater. No doubt the lake will be in good condition this 
winter, when it will be visited by hundreds. 


Saxe Laxez, Dec. 13th.— The most surprising thing in connection with the 
sale of lots this morning was the falling off in eagerness to buy and corres- 
ponding decrease in prices. In some instances lots, fully as good as those and 
in corresponding positions, of yesterday, sold for seven hundred per cent. less. 
One yesterday sold for over $2,500, and in corresponding places and presum- 
ably worthy as much one brought $475 to-day. Enquiry is being made if 
this is not a halt in the boom. Fifty-one lots were sold to-day at prices rang- 
ing from $375 to $1,450 ; the total realized being $41,600. 


The promised improvements for another year indicate that in Ogden, as in 
Salt Lake City, there will be a scarcity of building materal, with the possible 
exception of lumber. The lack of building stone has been experienced during 
the past season, and has retarded work on several important enterprises. It 
is poor economy to send abroad for building stone, when a better quality can 
be had right at home at a very much less price. It is learned that negotiations 
are now in progress looking to the opening of a stone quarry on an extensive 
scale within a few miles of Ogden, and that by the time of the opening of the 


building season next year the proprietors will have a large lot of stone quarried | 


out. 3 
On the morning of the 13th ult. the telephone instrument was placed in 

the City Hotel and the first message ever phoned out of Brigham was sent. 
This line is working admirably, and we are now enabled to converse with 
parties in all of the towns situated between Franklin and Nephi. Willard 
was also “cut in” at the same time being the last office on the entire circuit 
which is now completed. This telephone connection is hundreds of dollars 
worth to Brigham, and it will be only a short time before we shall have a 
local system ; especially does business demand a local wire connecting the 
depot in the town. There is some talk of establishing this short line. 


